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Shipping Containers: Complete Guide for Buying and Uses

Shipping containers have become more than just tools for moving goods internationally. They
are now widely used for storage, construction, and creative solutions in homes and businesses.
Whether you are looking to buy a container for personal, commercial, or industrial use, this
guide will walk you through everything you need to know.

What Are Shipping Containers?

A shipping container is a large, standardized steel box used to transport goods safely across the
world. Originally designed for shipping products overseas, these containers are strong, durable,
and weather-resistant. They come in various sizes and types to suit different purposes.

Key Features of Shipping Containers:

Made from high-quality steel or aluminum
Weatherproof and secure

Stackable for efficient storage

Available in multiple sizes (mainly 20ft and 40ft)
Easy to transport via trucks, trains, or ships

Types of Shipping Containers
When buying a shipping container, it’s important to understand the different types available:

1. Standard Dry Containers
The most common type, used to transport dry goods. They are ideal for storage and
moving items that do not require temperature control.
High Cube Containers
Similar to standard containers but taller. These are useful when you need extra vertical
space.
Refrigerated Containers (Reefers)
Equipped with cooling systems, these containers are perfect for perishable goods like
fruits, vegetables, and medicines.
Open-Top Containers
Feature a removable roof, making it easier to load oversized items like machinery or
construction materials.
Flat-Rack Containers
Designed for heavy and large cargo that doesn’t fit inside standard containers. They
have collapsible sides for easy loading.




Sizes of Shipping Containers

Shipping containers generally come in two standard sizes:
20ft Container: 20 feet long, 8 feet wide, and 8.5 feet tall. Suitable for small storage or
shipping needs.
40ft Container: 40 feet long, 8 feet wide, and 8.5 feet tall. Ideal for larger storage or

commercial transport.

There are also High Cube variants, which add an extra foot in height, giving you more space for
storage or creative projects.

Why Buy Shipping Containers?

Buying a shipping container comes with many benefits. Here are the main reasons:

Durable and Long-Lasting

Containers are built to withstand harsh sea conditions. This makes them extremely
durable for long-term storage or construction projects.

Cost-Effective Storage Solution

Instead of building a warehouse, a shipping container can provide secure storage at a
fraction of the cost.

Versatile Uses

From home offices and cafes to pop-up shops and storage units, shipping containers are
highly versatile.

Mobility

Containers can be moved easily with trucks or cranes, making them suitable for
temporary or relocatable solutions.

Environmentally Friendly

Reusing shipping containers reduces waste and supports sustainable construction.

Common Uses of Shipping Containers

Shipping containers can be used in many creative and practical ways. Some popular uses
include:

1. Storage Units

Businesses and homeowners often use containers for storing equipment, inventory, or personal
belongings. They provide a secure, weatherproof space.

2. Construction Projects
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Containers can be transformed into affordable homes, offices, cafes, or even shops. Modular
design allows stacking and connecting multiple containers for larger structures.

3. Workshops and Garages

A container can serve as a workshop, garage, or studio. Its steel walls offer durability and safety
for tools, machinery, and vehicles.

4. Pop-up Shops and Cafes

Containers are increasingly used for temporary retail spaces or cafes. They are portable,
customizable, and cost-effective compared to traditional buildings.

5. Agricultural Use

Farmers use containers for storage of machinery, fertilizers, or even as controlled-environment
farms for growing crops.

Factors to Consider When Buying Shipping Containers
Before purchasing a shipping container, keep these factors in mind:

Purpose

Decide whether you need it for storage, shipping, or conversion into a living or
commercial space.

Condition

Containers are available as new or used. New containers offer longer life, while used
containers are more affordable.

Size

Choose the size based on your requirements. For storage, a 20ft container may suffice.
For conversion or business purposes, a 40ft or High Cube container might be better.
Location

Check local regulations if you plan to place containers on your property, especially for
construction or commercial use.

Customization Needs

Containers can be modified with windows, doors, insulation, or electrical fittings. Factor
in the cost if customization is required.

Where to Buy Shipping Containers in New Zealand

There are several suppliers across New Zealand offering new and used shipping containers.
Look for suppliers who provide:

o Verified quality containers




Delivery and transportation services
e Customization options
e Competitive pricing

Some popular suppliers in New Zealand include local container dealers and certified importers.
Tips for Maintaining Shipping Containers
To ensure your shipping container lasts long:

Keep it painted and free from rust

Inspect and repair seals to prevent water leaks

Place it on stable, level ground

Avoid overloading

Clean the interior regularly

Proper maintenance extends the lifespan and ensures the container remains secure and usable.

Conclusion

Shipping containers are versatile, durable, and cost-effective solutions for a wide range of
needs from storage and shipping to innovative living and business spaces. By understanding the

types, sizes, and uses, you can choose the right container for your needs. Always buy from
trusted suppliers and consider customization and maintenance to maximize the value of your

investment.




