
The Pros and Cons of Bathtubs vs. 
Step-In Showers 
 

When considering home renovations, one of the most debated topics in the Granite State is 

whether to keep a conventional bathtub or convert it to a step-in shower. Both options 

offer distinct advantages, and the best bathroom remodeling Salem NH offers ultimately 

depends on personal needs and preferences. Conventional bathtubs provide relaxation and 

functionality. For many, there's nothing quite like soaking in a warm bath after a long day. 

Bathtubs offer an ideal setting for leisurely baths, which can be soothing and therapeutic. 

Some homebuyers won't buy a house that lacks a tub. 

Standard tubs are also great for families with young children, as they make bath time 

easier and more enjoyable. Additionally, they can add a touch of luxury to a bathroom, 

enhancing its aesthetic appeal and potentially increasing the home's value. On the other 

hand, converting to a step-in shower has become increasingly popular, especially in 

modern homes. One of the standout advantages of showers is their accessibility. Step-in 

designs eliminate the need to climb over the tub's side, making it safer and easier for 

individuals with mobility issues, elderly residents, or young children.  

Showers generally use less water than filling a bathtub, making them a more 

environmentally friendly and cost-efficient option. Space is another area where showers 

have the edge. In smaller bathrooms, a step-in shower can maximize space and create a 

more open feel. They come in various styles and configurations, offering a sleek, 

contemporary look that can transform a cramped bathroom into a more functional space. 

Additionally, showers have shorter cleaning times, which can be a significant advantage 

for busy households. Comfort and convenience are also key considerations.  

The ability to quickly rinse off without a full bath can be a time-saver in today's fast-paced 

world. However, if relaxation and enjoyment from long baths are integral to your lifestyle, 

maintaining a conventional bathtub might be the way to go. Conversely, if ease of access, 

efficiency, and space are higher priorities, converting to a step-in shower may be 

preferable. Ultimately, both showers and tubs serve their purposes well. It's essential to 

weigh the advantages against your personal circumstances when deciding, ensuring that 

your bathroom fits your lifestyle and enhances your home. 
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